Welcome to the East Side Highway Environmental Assessment
Public Information Meeting – August 25, 2010
McLean County, the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) District 5, the City of Bloomington,
and the Town of Normal welcome you to the August 25, 2010, public information meeting for the
East Side Highway Environmental Assessment (EA).

ESH Logo
Contest is
Underway!

You are invited to browse the project exhibits on display and visit with personnel from the County, IDOT, Bloomington,
Normal, and their consultants who are in attendance at today’s meeting. Your comments and opinions are an important
part of this project and you are encouraged to provide them in writing today or soon after this meeting. Comments
must be received by September 8, 2010, to become part of the official meeting record.
The purpose of this meeting is to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Review the project history and project study area,
Discuss the Environmental Assessment (EA) process, including objectives and schedule,
Outline the project’s preliminary purpose and need,
Kickoff the Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) public involvement process,
Identify potential Community Working Group (CWG) members, and
Provide stakeholders with an opportunity to comment on the project study area, project scope, preliminary
purpose and need, and to identify social, cultural, and/or environmental issues.

Environmental Assessment Process
An Environmental Assessment (EA) is a federally mandated study that determines the potential effects of a proposed
federal project before it is carried out. An EA identifies the potential human and natural effects of a project and
proposes measures to avoid, minimize, or mitigate the identified adverse effects. If, after completing the EA, it is
determined that there are no significant impacts associated with the project, a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)
will be prepared to conclude the process. If, during any stage of the process of preparing the EA, it is discovered that the
project will result in significant environmental impacts, an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) must be prepared.
Public participation is an important element of the EA process. The East Side Highway EA will follow IDOT’s Context
Sensitive Solution (CSS) approach to public involvement. Through the CSS process, there will be opportunities for
stakeholders to get involved and provide input throughout the entire study process.
The diagram below illustrates the anticipated project schedule.

We’re on the web! Please visit the East Side Highway website for project status, updates, and ways to get involved.
www.eastsidehighway.com

Project Study Area
The project study area is located on the east side of Bloomington-Normal, within McLean County, Illinois. The
project study area covers approximately 138 square miles, and is shown on the map below.

